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To the\Reader. 


IT accidentally f ſame lime ſince met wi th 
; Emiruled , A plain Relation af 
x, late Action at Sea, Cc. Tread it with 
fome preedineſs, being tempre with a lanſull cu- 
rioſuy 19 ſatisſie my ſelf in matter * Fact, relating 
10 ſo great an Action. In the peruſing of which 
Account, as I muſt acknowledge; I 25s 4 atisfacti- 
on in ſome things; ſo others ſeem d very diſagree- 
able both to thoſe Notions which I had entertain d, 
and indeed to Experience and Common Reaſon , 
eſpecially in what he writes-retating to the Church. 
of England, whereof he ſeems to imply he is, and 
I profeſs my ſelf to be a Member, I acknowledge 
as I proceeded, I cou d hardly, without ſome Indio g- 
nation, paſs by many things which I there met with , 
and after I had gone through the ſame, have ever 
ſince, in vain, expected an Anſwer, eſpecially 10 
Ab prart which contains, I hope, many groundlefs 
RefleFions on the Eſtabliſh d — Church of 
this Nation. On this, at laſt, I rook Pen in hand, 
and beſtow d a few Hours in Examining and Con- 
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futing ſuch things as 1 _— deſerv d it; which 
having communicated to a Friend, at his deſ re 1 
now publiſh ; tho 2 the Charafter he gives me 
of the Author, an d \ my Obſeruations on his Wri- 
tings, believing him 1 be 23 an honeft Man, 

_— who means well to the Publick, and may, 
in hs Inſtances, do it ſervice , I have xeviewd 
what was written, and given ſeveral things a leſs 
ſevere turn than 141 fot intended: Which is ul 
I have to let you 2 * you come to the 
Book, _ 


To the Reader. — 


_ 


Some Modeſt 
REFLECTIONS, &c. 


HE Reaſon why this ſo much talk'd-of Book 
ought to be Anſwer'd, is palpable and obvious, 
becauſe tis full of Reflections on the preſent State 
4 or rather a kind of a Compendium of 
what is objected 2 miſtaken Friends or bitter Enemies. 
The reaſon why that Perſon, who has now undertaken 
to Anſwer it, thought not fit to do it before, was, that 
he expected me better Hands would attempt it, eſpecially 
when it contain d Reflections enough on ſuch as 
were well able to hold the Cudgels againſt him that nad 
em. But thoſe from whom it was expected neglecting to 
ny him to task, leſt what he advances ſhould have deeper 
r Influence, becauſe unanſwer'd, ſhould be t 
— werable, theſe few Sheets are at laſt ſent abroad 
into the World on purpoſe to diſabuſe it, and place ſome 
things in a better Light, which he and — have ren- 
der d more dark and-obſcure by pretending to explain em. 
Nor can I expect but to be ranked by the Zealous Author, 
for this undertaking, among thoſe whom he ſtyles a facti- 
on; perhaps too hell ſay I'm of the Court - party, and con- 
ſequently that I am guided by Guilt or Intereſt in this 
attempt. Bur the belt is one 5 ſhoots his Bolt ſo = 
* 
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bly as he, is in no great probability of hitting what he 
ou 


aims at; and if he d beſtow the Character of a Fa- 
vourer of Debauchery upon me, as hes very liberal that 
way, I have yet the Comfort of very good Company, as 
he has order d it, all the Biſhops in Exg/and being, if you'll 
believe him, in little better Circumſtances. This all that 
reade him or know him will grant. He tells the Reader 
he's a Hearty Friend to King William and Queen Mary ; 
but aſter all, he is certainly Notion- truck, and believes 
he has an extraordinary Call to the great Work of Reſor- 
ming Kingdoms. A Privy-Counſellor-at once to the Kings 
of Earth and Heaven, and knows as well why Providence 
did not give us leave to beat the French, as how to make 
King Halliam the moſt Glorious Prince in Chriſtemdom, 
if he would but follow his advice, that is, Gargil his Coun- 
cil, Fleets and Armies ; turn out every Man that would 
Swear, Drink and Whore; Encounter the King of Fraxce 
with the remainder, and obtain a miraculous Victory by 
the virtue of Vemers promiſe, that One ſhould chaſe a 
Thouſand : And this indeed, if look d into, is the ſumm, 
drift and upſhot of all his Writings. He concludes his 
Epiſtle with a Politick Complement to his Reader; a Cauſe 
laced there's in terrorem ( I have ſeen ſomething like it 

ng up in a Corn-field )*to ſcare any one from diſliking 
or anſwering him. 

Anow therefore alſo, ſays he (with a huge deal of Gran- 
deur and Authority) f thou canſt be offended with him who 
wiſhes ſo well to his Country, and no 111 zo thy ſelf, thou canſt 
be no good Man, Very well your Argument-is.---- Ze that 
can be offended with any one who wiſhes well to their Country, 
and to thoſe who are offended, can be no good Man. This is 
the ſenſe of this Complaint, or it has none at all: And if 
'tis fair Arguing, you alſo ought to have a care how you 
are.offended with your Anſwer ; who, proteſt as deeply as 
you 


(3) 
you can, that he wiſhes wel to hu Country, and no Il to you. 
Nay, as you do that, you may be better and wiſer, (a very 
Charitable wiſh,) for otherwiſe you have given away that 
Character you have ſo deſervedly prov'd of a good Man, ac- 
cording to your own Arguing 

To leave the Preface, and fall upon the Book it ſelf: In 
conſidering of which, we'd willingly obſerve ſome Me- 
thod, though tis very difficult to keep any, in treating of 
what has none. However, the beſt way will be to throw 
the Contents thereof into theſe following different heaps, 
in one or other of which twill go hard but we ſhall meet 
— and clear all the ſeeming Arguments there laid to- 

er. 

The unfortunate buſineſs of the Fleet; the general Mi, 
management of Affairs; the Delauchery of the Nation, and 
thoſe in publick Employments ; the Bebaviour of Church-men 
towards Diſſenters, and others ; his own Bill at the end. 

For the firſt of theſe : The Affair of the Fleet. Here the 
Author of the Reflections needed not to have hedged in 
his Bert ſo carefully, and to fright any one from Anſwer- 
ing what he writes on that Head, [Enter his Proteſtation] 
(a5 he does Page 10.) © That it requires a Perſon of rare 

Invention, of equal Impudence, and void of all Senſe 
* of Honour and Love to his Country to compoſe a Vindi- 
cation of that Tranſaction— and People of no leſs ſtupi- 
*dity and eaſineſs to be impos'd upon by ſuch pretences--- 
and lower---ſuch a Miſcarriage as none will offer to ex- 
* cuſe, who are not either Partners in the Crime, or no 
good Friends to the Cauſe, I fay he's fafe enough in 
that Lock, and needed not have denounc'd fo terribly a- 
gainſt any one who ſhould endeavour to force him out ont. 
The matter of Fact, of the Baffle we received in the next 
Action, which, among many other ill Conſequences, did un- 
doubtedly retard the Reduction of Lrelaud, is too notori- 

B 2 ouſly 
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ouſly and ſadly true, and can't but force the Indignation 
of any Engliſh-man who reflects upon't, and few or none 
who deſerve that Character bur will, I'm pretty confident, 
agree with him in his Cenſure upon the ſame : That in 
point of Honour it ought to be enquired into ſtrictly to 
the bottom, and puniſhed ſeverely to the fatisfation of 
the World, and in point of Juſtice no leſs. But then had 
this Reflecter been either very Juſt, or very Honourable , 
would he not, before he had Try'd and Condemn'd thoſe 
perſons concern'd in this unhappy buſineſs, (or Printed 
Letters to purpo'e em for Execution?) Wou'd he not, at 
leaſt, have heard 'em ſpeak one word for themſelves before 
the fatal ſtroke? or is it ſo very fair to Hang 'em firſt, and 
Judge 'em afterwards ? He cou'd not but know what they 
plead in their own defence ; and the weaker tis, the caſier 
anſwer d. For their not Fighting ſooner, but turning a- 
gainſt the Wind, is pleaded by their few Friends, What is 
as to the ſubſtance of it, in his own Printed Relations, Pag. 
24 and 3d. In a Council of Flag-affairs twas agreed not 
to fight them. And when at laſt actually engag'd, he 
can't but have heard what has been farther ſaid by ſome 
who have born the largeſt, and I believe the juſteſt of 
Cenſure for that Aftion.-----That in the Engagement the 
Wind was beat down, as they phraſe it, and that 'twas 
therefore impoſſible for ſome of the Ships to come up and 
relieve, or joyn the other. The wants of the Fleet, the 
thinneſs of rhe Sea-men, the diſproportion in Numbers, 
the hazards of a cloſe Engagement, and danger of loſing 
all, which every one knows are urg'd by thoſe here 
concern d, how weakly ſoever. 

Theſe things, and what was before mentioned, deſerv d 
ſome Conſideration, and a fair Anſwer from a perſon ſo 
impartial as the RefleQer wou'd be thought to be, and per- 
haps really is, though ſo very eager and zealous — — 

buſine 


(s) 
buſineſs he undertakes, that he had not time to conſider 
ſuch ſmall matters as theſe mention d. But it ſeems one 
Neck is not ſufficient, a great many more muſt come in 
for Compliance both by Sea and Land. Thus he asks the 
ion, Page 11. Ist likely he would have behav'd 
„ himfelf as he did, if he had not had ſome encourage- 
ment at leaſt by a willing and early Compliance. 
There he has indeed put the matter beyond Controverſie. 
He proves all thoſe were guilty who comply d with thoſe 
Councils which had ſuch unhappy eſſects; and thus fairly 
ings in the Fleet with others, both Durch and;Exglifh ; 
for as he himſelf in his Relation, 'rwas agreed Upon in a 
General Council of the Flag-Officers not to fight, becauſe 
of the diſproportion of the Numbers. He next adds ſome 
Obſervations, whether his own or any others, 'tis not 
much material, complaining that the Fleet was full of 
Torrington's Creatures; and had he no more to anſwer 
for but this, I can't think 'twould much affet him: For 
ſhall not an Admiral have power to advance or recom- 
mend ſuch as he thinks have ſerved the King faithfully ? 
Or is not he, if honelt, a proper Judge 

But that which ought to have been conſidered here, is. 
the Behaviour of thoſe who indeed had been rais'd by 

him; and were there not of that Number, who fignali 
themſelves in the Action, as much as 'twas poſſible for 
Men to do, and have been ſince deſervedly preferr'd for 
the ſame to higher Stations, with. the applauſe of all Par- 
ties, a convincing Argument againſt one of theſe miſtakes, 
if not bath? Nor is another Complaint he and his Ob- 
. ſerver makes leſs remarkable, Page 14. That perſons are 
preferr'd according to the time they had ſerv'd in the 
Fleet; a wonderfull Accuſation, and truly - weighty Re- 
fletions as on the Government! What gives Experience 
but Time; and what deſerves Preſerment more than Ex- 
perience? 
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perience? I confeſs I ſhould have thought the contrary 

, practice would have deſerved Cenſure, but this rather 
Commendation. Here he enquires into the Effects of our 
Misfortune at Sea: He tells us very bad news, that we 
have promoted nothing all this while, nor are. in any 
better Condition than we were in the Spring laſt was 8 
Twelvemonth. One would have thought the Reduction 
of Ireland had been a — employment for one Summer, 
and all the glorious Actions of His Majeſty's Court (which 
I will call fo, tho' my ——_ call me Flatterer for my 
pains) had deſerved ſome ſmalPacknowledgment both to 
God and Man. But he has a pleaſant Anſwer for that in 
the following lines; We are but where we were, if Ireland | 
ſhould be wholly reduced, becauſe it might have certainly | 
been done at firſt with leſs difficulty than now the ta- | 
king of Limmerick, Tyiconnel then only wanting ſome 

y to quit it to. For'/reland's not being reduced 

ſooner, how often has he been told of it? The then 
Prince brought with him only ſome Fourteen thou- 
ſand ; thoſe who joyn'd him after his Landing, part 
for Fear, part for Intereſt, he could not up- 
on; ſome who had joyn'd him with the firſt at his 
Landing, not having perhaps their Ambition and Ava- | 
rice latisfied, were again his Enemies: All things were 4 
_ unſettled and in a hurry : There was great probability of 
accompliſhing all without Bloodſhed : And after all, con- | 
ſidering the nature of the Jriſb, is not a total new Conqueſt 1 
better tor Exgland than ſuch terms as they'd have then | 
ſtood upon, when their Eſtates and Numbers were un- 


broken? | 
He goes on, Page 16. and tells us, Beſides Time, we | 
| 


have loſt Lives ; a very ſtrange thing in War, eſpeciall 
in Sea-fights, where there are no Back- doors. And Trade 
too; as ſtrange as the other > But have the Dutch and 
French 
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French as free-a Trade 'as they us'd to have ? or are the 
Bweliſh only unfortunate? But worſe yet, we have loſt 
Ships , and all to our Zxemies----And wou'd it not 
have been ſtrange indeed if we had done it to our Friends ? 
And all this with Zxpexce too. Stranger ſtill! but here 
he has the good luck to be an ill gueſſer, when he prog- 
noſticates the difficuſty of getting More ſupplies. The 
Parliament of England act on more generous Principles; 
and fo far was that, or any Conſideration of the like na- 
ture, from byaſſing that Auguſt Aſſembly, that a Summ 
1 to the occaſion was granted almoſt as ſoon 
as demanded. He complains the Confederacy is in dan- 
ger of being broken .- Bat all the, World muſt grant, had 
they done as much on that ſide as the King on his, 
things had been in a far better poſture than now we find 
em. 

His next Complaint is juſt as reaſonable as all that go 
beſore, of Many ane x pected accidents which May occur before 
next Summer. This, I think, is a little too hard, that we 
Muſt anſwer what is vor done, as well as what is; and 
Make an Apology for a thouſand ill things that never were 
nor will be. | 

He proceeds in the Miſmanagement of publick Affairs, 
to make a great, and perhaps a too juſt Complaint of the 
Sale of Offices ; which — 7 it might be ſo order d as 
not to be any way prejudicial to the publick , as at pre- 
ſent tis in France it felt; yet as things are here, nothing 
can be more miſchievous and ruinous. What he ſeems to 
deſerve a ſtricter reproof for in this caſe, is his making ſuch 
loud Complaints againſt the preſent Government and Mi- 
niſters for this fault, as if twas ſome ſtrange and un- 
heard-of Miſchief, never known in the World till Charles 
the Second, by his Xnaviſh Example (as he civilly ſtyles 
it) brought that and ſuch manner of Vices in faſhion in 


England: 
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England : But was it never ſo in any other place, or at 
any other time? Were Queen Elizabeth's Golden days 
themſelves proof againſt the power of Gold > Does he ex- 
Caufin's Holy Court to be ſet up in Exgland, where 
oney will do nothing? or, which is homer; are all thoſe 
of any other Party and Intereſt ſuch ſworn Foes to a Feel- 
ing now and then, that they'd rejeQ a parcel of Guineys, 
if thrown at their Feet? The ſumm is, that there never 
was, nor ever will be a Court in England, nor any place 
elſe we may ſafely add, where Gold will not be preva- 
lent, and Men-of no Merit often creep in where ten to 
one perſons. of real worth and value may. be rejected: 
And hence it follows, that whoever makes loud Com- 
plaints in things of ſuch a nature, if ſuppoſing 'em in 
ſome Inſtances true enough, wou'd yet be eſteem d little 
leſs than ridiculous. 

Upon this Head he falls foul on the ingenious and 
learned Gentleman, who is the Author of the Obſervator, 
who has done the Government more ſervice by his hand- 
ſome and valuable Writings, dreſt in a Courtly and Manly 
ſtyle, and obliging the World with frequent and accepta- 
ble rarities, than ever ſome ſnarling Pens dipt in Vinegar 
are like to do, ſhou'd they write as many Books as he has 
Obſervators. 

We have ſeen Remarks, ſays he, on the ill Conſequen- 
* quences of buying and ſelling Offices lately publiſh't in 
Print, and by a publick /nte/ligencer , who had either 
* reaſon to believe that it is our own Caſe, or his Remarks 
* were very impertinent----and if he did believe it, his 
* expreſling himſelf as far from granting any ſuch practi- 
* ces to be in us here in Exg/and, ſavour d more of that 
* vulgar Wiſdom lately in faihion, than of thoſe Virtues 
I mention d before Fidelity, Integrity, Cc. 


But 


y thaw 
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But yet more; he makes him little leſs than a party 
concern d, at leaſl privy to the buſineſs: © I find it, ſays 
« he, commonly believ'd by thoſe, who in all probability, 
© little conſidering theſe things which I have now men- 
tion d, muſt therefore have ſome other Reaſons from 
« Matter of Fatt for their belief, 

All the Aarser of fait is, we were at that time, (while 
the French were hovering about us) in a. great ferment, 
and, as was juſt, very angry with thoſe who em 
hither, iſ we cou d have tound who thoſe were. TwWas ſo 
natural a Reflection from the unhappy Circumſtances of 
thoſe affairs, to think on the Officers employ d in them, 
that one of a much leſs 
dull as he'd) have us believe the OA 


* 


ars 
bit 
s F 


IE 
3 


FILE 
THE 
2 


£ 


TE 


197 
5 


do it in propria perſona ; nay, at laſt, he did not do it 
all, but let it — ought yr can learn, by the Story 
and 


| troducing : Men into the Government, and k 
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and tis very hard that the Lords Commoners ſhou d pre- 
fer a Man upon the Author's Recommendation, without 
ever knowing that he did recommend wy r wharoworle, 


for ought appears without his 

The next Neaſon he gives why — are preſerr d who 
want deſert, and ſo are like to the Nation rather 
than defend i it, is favorr and ect ius under which he ranks 
Faction, which he complains has had no-[mall ſhare in in- 


out; Nay, not only one, . Futons, or 
at leaſt one with three Heads, which is full as terrible. 
But thoſe Names which he gives vm, us well as the 
things meant by em, ate fo arvidiow in themifelves, and 
have been ſo miſchievous to the Nation, that ſurely he ern 
do it very little Tervice who conjure vm up 
are long e nee, when they have been 


. 
tripple- The erent Ton 


baye Fataons, let Man, that's of: 
SEES ks Wale V. 
t de tha * P ran agen, 


ice, \Uncharits Swear 
neſs there is on one 

twoud be n hart! matter to ſind dne ts throw the (firſt 
Stone. Let us (borrow the Author own Werds, and a 


who! are not theirs, hay 
* never ſo pious * they but 2a lotis 


tor 


( 0 ) 
i impracticable, and does not any 
eo the rand Objection of hoe Mer wh 1 5 held rl 
He wou'd have . „er to publick ta . bur 
ſuch tis tale the N the limit's larger than 
before, in ſome ſole pan 75 ty Preteen bike of 


others. 
But here ſtill lyes the 
Why ſhoug fach a oy 


e 
made a State · Engine: 
Tis cry they, to rake ir at all; and 
you Sa N eicher to loſe all our 
employs, or to eat and drink our own Damnation, and I 
employs, or e an] rink cur wn Dan thus fairly 
ſtated ; ſo that after all our whipping and heaving, you ſee 

we urs bur Juſt where we were, ot but very little ad- 


_ 24. * He ſeems to teach all the Princes in the World 
2 new Scheme of Politicks, and wou d perſwade em not 


and a 
« Deubing in into which, we were betray'd by the nn Wee 
2 ſome, Sc. as inconſiſtent with true Divinity, 
e way be ſquints) as with true Po- 
3 Ts is indeed « tender Subject bot we may venture to 

2 on't=—Thar ſurely he is'one of the firſt Men, who 
ever blam m'd « Prime for thoſe truly Royal irtues of ci 
wency and Goodneſs. The truth is, all ſides have play d 
the fo nd been r 

enough happen d, and Qua 

fornented-—All this the preſent Government — no no- 
tice 
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tice ol, but makes uſe of whoever are capable of ſerving 
it: he ar he borcom diſplaſes ome, who perhaps thought 
to have ſhared all between m. 
Sho us Prince that cver came into a diſtracted King- 
dom, without obliging thoſe who may elſe poilibly not de 
very eaſie. And ———————— ——— 
vol at ion in the World of this nature, made ſo ſuddenly, wich 
-lefs-confyſion:and h attending it; not ſo much as one 
Tnſurretion or Rebellion ſtum the very 

ent proof that — little Arts or oulgar Tricks, 
liticks and a 
nagement of 


true Po- 
he Spirit af Government have had the Ma- 
irs ever ſince. Which has conſider'd tho 


At the cloſe of this Page he breaks out into a very pa- 
thetick Ejaculation : [ Poor Prince /( ſpeaking of His Majeſty) 
how did my Feart ate for him about this time, tho I knew 
not What was the matter? 6 ITN: r > Lg 
2 tho ſame condition he has been ever ſince. 

MIS Semen; Princes are Men; ay, and ſo aro Authors, 
and at liable to miſtakes as "they. 

He comes to yet worſe news than all this, Page 2 
„How ous a <andizioa the 2 


involved i | 
truth is, woud be e- 
— . honeſt Man's beart ake as well as the 


Lr 
t Cauſe of all. Tis conſeſs 


„ 


Sin is the cauſe 


— of Mankind, but tis an impoſſibie — 
| every 


the ſame way. God himſelf makes uſe | 
fr good nnd ev to tho reſt of the 1 he needs 
em not in iter of thoſe caſes, Princes mult do-the 


— — | — — —— 
whoever would Sweer, of Drink; or bee Nad he taken 
wad gens Þ ne brrpd bon emghrenghr than Gi 
4%, and be muſt have expected as great a Miracle to oft 


have made 2 F. 
— the World, and throw eff 


um are 
"79 ſome 


—4 2 
993 
ſome ill humours, contracted by | peace and „as 
nted, ill Men may in in this caſe be — 
than ar feaſt I'm ſure they are betrer ſpared, and leſs 
miſt: | cod br than the other. 
N d not belong to him, be acknowledges, to inquire what 
. has bees done in pu -faance of the King's Lettr tothe Biſhop of 
London, awd the — Biſhops, for that belongs to them to 75 
If no Man meddled with what M not. to him, the 
ages 23 well as That b, wolid be quieter thay But to 
Ss I'cod wiſh he had ſpoketr/ . pon this 
— lefs on ſome that go 'before and follow after. 
not a Writer, who ſtu the goot? and ty 
of che Government he lives nder, de ackwo ge and 
ae een eee dohe, terer Tun male 
it he huſtneſꝭ to Find Fault e every thing! How fa an 
occaſion had he here ſor a u rick : But Tm unwil- 
ling to ſuſpect xhe true reno why he wor nf inquire in- 
to what had been here dh, vu bethſetie ſourd ſomechiag 
well d, ur cant AM that either comes 
near the Church, or but the g cod be ignotant of 
the methods us d in this mater. Of the te- 
markable care of my Lord of London in the Let» 
ter it ſelf with his own, and ſending it to all the Miniſters in 
= ..— to which, ſome time aſter, the Adr of Pave 
were alto added--- and what Obedience was given 
— all A che Pulpits in London ean witneſs: If the 
ſlors were not heeded, I hope neither They not the Govern- 
ment Mall have that charg'd upon em, nor will the Author 
blame em, as for want of other A mestio- 
ned 2 few Pages after, ſo for not converting 
asthey did by their Sermins, es miraculous in their Effefts 
a5 the —— em tothe Speaker. And whar 
if we ſheu d ſay, fo far were thoſe in Office, either Sacred or 
Secular, from 1 their duty in this eaſe, that ſame 
vilbly" over-did it, and ſtraind the Laws (as in ſhopping 
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Gentlemen on the Sabbath- day) farther than ever it Was 
intended. 
Aſter this and all other means which can deur'd, tis not 


the work of a day or year to heal-thoſe Wounds, repair 
„ thoſe Ruins which — been induftriouſl 842 the 
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be ond, that never was any. 


particular Church our Saviour's time, tho' we take in 
that of the ploy themſelves, without what mighs.be a- 
mended: both in Diſcipline and Doctrine. And thoſe who 
pretend rn 
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But that the vifble Church will always conſiſt of Hypo- 
crites and ill Men as well vs true Chriſtians; that there will 
be tares as well as good /eed in the Field; till the Angels reap 
the Harveſt of all Mankind, that great Shepherd himſelf 
foretold us, who can't be deceiv d, becauſe his knowledge 
is infinite. 

That the Diſcipline of our Church is not fo exact ax in 
the firſt Ages, and as ſhe her ſelf deſires, is by her acknow- 
ledg'd in her Rubrict. That it has not been taken care of 
ſince the Reformation, is partly to be imputed to the almoſt 
continual hurry and ſtruggle ſhe has been in, from one ſide 
or the other, partly to the Civil Government, a great many 
of our Law-makers being fo far from giving her more power, 
that they think ſhe has too much already. 

Beſides all this, 'twill be as _—y nted, that we have 
Bigets amongſt us, as have ever had all the Churches in the 
World; That we have others under the Mast of Religion 
who drive on a Secalar ntereft, as there have alſo been the 
ſame in all Ages. That moreover, the Croud of Detauchees 
and leud perſons, will, for the molt part, call themſelves of 
the ſame (ide that's uppermoſt ; and that all theſe Caſes are 
things ſo common and unavoidable, that they ſeem not to 
weigh fo heavy in the accuſation of the National Church, as 
this good Man believes. ' 

After all the is able to make it appear, and I think I may 
modeſtly add, has alre:dy done it unanſwerably, That what- 
ever accidental defects there may be in her Model, She is yet 
in the Eſſentials of her Dottrine and Diſcipline, the molt 
eonſorm d to the Primitive pattern of any in the World. 

This in general: To be now more particular, and anſwer 
the ſevere heavy Charge in the 3 1, and enſuing Pages laid 
againſt her, | 

In what has been related, he fays we may ſec here; 
That which may corre and hamble us for our vain mag- 
©. »ifying our Church above all others, and deſpiſing, v 
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&* ing and diſturbing our Brethren, who are, in many re- 
« ſpects, better than our ſelves. 51 
Speaking the truth of our Church, and proving it, is not 
vainly magnifying it: Deſpiſing and vilifying our Brethren 
had been more proper in Heylius time, when he, and the reſt 
of his temper, «ncharch'd all the World beſide themſelves : 
If he means our Diſfent ing Brethren at home, it ſeems no ſuch 
ſcandalous vilifying em as he inſinuates, to think there are 
not ſo many Men of Parts and Learning amongſt 'em as may 
be found otherwhere--For their being in many reſpects betrer 
than we, Compariſons are odious ; and notwithſtanding that, 
we may be alſo in many reſpetts better than they, and I hearti- 
ly wiſh in both caſes we my learn what's truly good and 
imitable of one another, they diſturb us no more than 
we do them, ſince what is paſt he do's not ſpeak of, and will 
only incline a Man to look back yet farther : What wou'd be 
a kinder Inquiry, is who freed em from theſe Diſturbances, 
but a Parliament compos d almoſt entirely of Church. of- Ex · 
land. Men? And who would have yet done more, but the Bi- 
Thops of the ſame Church, both in Parliament and Convocation ? 
'Tis too like the moſt ancharitable of thoſe our foremen- 
tion'd Brethren, to fix ſuch a dreadfull Cenſure on fo great, 
and learn d, and pious a Body of Men, as he do's in the ſol- 
lowing Lines, comparing the Church of Erg/and to that of 
the Laodiceans, (as I remember ſome in the late times inter- 
preted all that Prophecy of the ſame Chureh,) and tells em 
plainly that they are wretched, and poor, and miſerable, and 
Blind and naked, Too truly.indeed might the Character of 
ſome of the other ſeven Churches agree with ours, that our 
Saviour might have ſome things againſt us, but I ſhou'd have 
thought very few beſide a virulent Papiſt, or moſt rigid Sec- 
tary,wou'd chuſe the very worſt of the ſeven to compare us to. 
That there is ſcarce a notorious ſcayda/ous-perſon in the 
Nation but of our Communion, is too palbable a---- to be an- 
ſwer d; that there are too many ſuch, has been already ac- 
g know ledg d 
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knowledg'd and accounted for. That ſuch perſons, if of Qua- 
lity, are complimented and treated by the [Biſhops themſelves, 
may be true, and thoſe good Men know nothing of their De- 
bauchery---but did they, ſomething is due to their Charater; 
and they may as innocently, I hope, be Complimented with 
thoſe Titles which are their due, without any imputation of 
partiality or flattery, as St. Paul ſty led a corrupt Roman Go- 
vernour--- Moſt Noble Feſtus ! 

He next charges us in the ſame 32d Page with as great 
neglett in our Worſhip, but is fo fair to acknowledge tis com- 
mon to all the Reformation, and that is our not Celebrating 
the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Euchariſt every day. Adding, 
* that he knows not any Church in the World, from the 
* Paſſion of our Saviour, to the time of the Reformation, 
* where this was not a part of their ordinary publick Worſhip 
of God, and their daily Sacrifice. But either his know- 
ledge is very ſuddenly improv'd, or he moſt egregiouſly con- 
tradicts himſelf, and his Zeal makes him over-run his Me- 
mory ; for the very ſame Page, but a few Lines off, he owns 
both this and the Eſſects ont in the time of St. Ambroſe and 
— About ſome ſair thouſand Vears beſore the 
Reformation, and when indeed the Church firſt began to 
have need on't. © In the Greek Church, ſays he, where this 
* neglect firſt began, as is noted by St. Ambroſe, and much 
* complained of by Cbryſaſtom, it was follow'd by diſmal 
* Contentions, &c. He adds, he is well fatisfied that our 
* want of a daily Chriſtian Sacrifice is one of the principal 
* Prejudices which hinders the Reconciliation of the Papilts 
* to our Church. A ve and an edd Argument. New, 
twas never urg d before by any of the Communion for them- 
ſelves ; and very odd, when tis known we celebrate it, eve- 
ry Sunday at leaſt, by our Rubrick, where, there are 
to communicate without making the Ordinance contemptible. 
Whereas at preſent the Catholicks ſeldom or never receive 
but at Eaſter, nor any other Chriſtian Church, not ſo much 
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as thoſe that are ſo much better than we, oftner than once 
a Month. : 

Nor yet where that is wanting, I hope, do we want a dai- 
ly Chriſtian Sacrifice, unleſs Prayer and Praiſe deſerve not to 
be cail'd by that Name. And why the ſecond Service may 
not be us'd at other times as well as at the Sacrament, when 
the Prayers don't immediately refer to, or neceſſarily imply 
the reception thereof, I can fee no reaſon, nor I believe lie 
himſelf invent any, any more than for his calling it a jejune 
and barren thing, or comparing it to what is fo. 

He next complains, that our Offices and Coles are defec- 
tive, but others will complain they are redundant, and tis 
impoſſible to pleaſe both. 

He finds as much fault with our — as our Prayers; 
that it tends to introduce ſuperficial Formality and Phariſai- 
cal Morality---- neglecting to preſs Humility, Contempt of 
the World, Hcavenly-mindedneſs, Devotion to God, and Uni- 
verſal Charity to all Men. Thus raking up all the weak baf- 
fled Objections of our Enemies, which neither need nor de- 
ſerve any farther Anſwer. 

Page 35. Weare further accuſed for want of care to make 
being like Phariſees in every thing elſe. The 
Charity and Civility of the Man ! Id defy a Quaker to out- 
doe him in Compariſons, with whom it ſeems he wou d joyn 
us, in Expeditions to Rome and Conſtantinople, to convert the 
Pope and Grand Seignior. | 

But what need is there of going ſo far abroad, when even 
here in England, &c. the Goſpel it ſeems is not throughly plau- 
ted. The old Complaint of Famine of the word renew d, 
where, in truth, a Surfeit is more to be apprehended. Bur if 
things be as he repreſents 'em, there is need enough of thoſe 
Buangeliſts he wou d have ſent forth throughout the Kingdom. 

What he adds of the ſmall number ot Churches, and the 
great multitude of Miniſters, many of em unprovided for, 
relates more to the State than Church, in whoſe power — 

both 
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both to Erect and Eudom what is wanting, to reduce ſome 
things to a little more Equality, and to take ſome care or o- 
ther to obviate the miſchief which ariſes from the vaſt dif- 
proportion between the Clergy and Benefices whereon to 
maintain 'em. | ; 

There follows a complicated Charge againſt the Mini- 
ſters of Landon, Page 36. That they neither invite others 
to God's publick Worſhip, nor come themſelves, nor uſe 
* it but Sundays, or Sundays, Wedneſdays and Fridays, or 
* not at ſuch Hours as ſome of their Charge can only have 
for that Service They preſs not their People to frequent 
* the moſt ſolemn and peculiar part of our Chriſtian Wor- 
* ſhip; and then, to excuſe their own neglect, falſly ac- 
cuſe their People, and charge it upon them. 

Whether this be a juſt Accuſation, or an unjuſt, it falls 
very heavy on thoſe who give the ſcandal, or him that in- 
vents it; and he might well expeR, as he intimates, that 
twoud offend ſome perſons; tho to hinder em from taking 
any notice ot, he plainly tells em they can't be ſo oſſen- 
ded, unleſs void of Piety and Confideration. But there's no 
reaſon Iunocence ſhou d be hufft out of its own defence, and 
tis an eaſie matter, in order to the ſame, to ſend him to pla- 
ces where the attendance of publick daily prayers, is as ear- 
neſtly pre/t as poſſible, tho is ineffectually as if not a word 
faid on't. Where they are us'd every day, Morning and Even- 
ing, as well as Sundays, Wedneſdays and Fridays, at ſuch 
hours as are thought molt convenient for an Auditory, (tho' 
what is ſo to one perſon, is often the contrary to another,) 
when, I ſay, more can hardly be ſaid by Man, nor with more 
conſtancy and earneſtneſs to preſs the people to this moſt 
ſolemn part of Chriſtian Worſhip ; yet where there is ſeldom - 
a Congregation large enough ro make the Reſponſes, nor in 
ſuch caſes as theſe is it ſaid to excuſe their own negleR, by, 
ſalſiy accufing their People, and laying it upon them. 

And, the truth is, tho many more than do frequent ſuch 
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Prayers might be there, if they pleas'd ; yet for the much 
larger part of the common people, this is ſo far from being 
their Duty, that they might perhaps rather ſin in doing it. 
God will have Mercy, and not Sacrifice ; and they ought not 
to neglect their Families, or providing for their own Houſe, 
tho for the higheſt Acts of Devotion. And after all, there 
are very many places in the City and Suburbs, where God's 
Service is decently and conſtantly perform'd every day, and 
Morning and Evening - Sacrifice preſented to Heaven a cu- 
ſtom-never practis d by thoſe better Men whom he ſo much 
admires. He perſiſts to charge us with (as he calls it be- 
fore) greater abominations than theſe. ** A Phariſaical Ex- 
* action, Pharifaical Perſecution, and at the fame time per- 
* mitting notorious contempt of the Laws of God in our 
«* own members, without check or controul, or ſcarce ſeri- 
* ous Reſentment. He drives on yet more zealouſly, calls 
* us Fanaticks and Mad-men, and ſo much worſe Fanaticks 
than thoſe we call fo ; that, he ſays, tis a truth too no- 
torious to be deny'd, that we have few Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies, beſides thoſe of the Diſſenters, which can ly / 
* be calſd Holy I wonder indeed, and ſo wou'd any 
one who reads his Book, that he do's not forſake ſuch a 
Pharifaical, nay Diabolical Communion, and joyn himſelf 
to the Holy Ones he ſo much admires ; and were the Church 
of England ſuch as he repreſents it, I think it ſnou d be one 
of the laſt I wou'd communicate with. We have had all, 
tis too true, our Sins and Follies, and, I hope, are by this 
time of both ſides pretty well convinc'd and aſham d of em. 
There is not indeed that deſire of Znity which wou'd be 
wiſh'd among Chriſtians, of either ſide, but the Inclination 
to miſchief one another, which has ſtood ſtill no-where, nor 
ought to be fix'd on one Party, ſince it has gone all round, 
is ſure pretty well work't off ; and only ſuch things as theſe, 
which have a direct tendency. to revive the former Enmity, 
and keen Animoſities, which every good Man wiſhes Eter- 
nally buried. But 
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But the Nobility and Gentry meet with no kinder enter- 
tainment frem his warm „than the Church and Cl 
Since even the Mob, he aſſures us, have more ſteadineſs con- 
ſtancy and virtue, than a great part of them can pretend to. 
Contrary to which one may ſafely aver, that take a propor- 
tion of both, tho I don't pretend to be fo intimate with ei- 
ther of em, as I find he is; and I am pretty confident twill 
be much harder to find a Man tollerable virtuous among the 
ſcam of the People, whom he magnifies and admires, than 
among thoſe he vi/ifes and abuſes. And if he were no more 
fam d tor ſteadineſs and conſtancy, than that Mob he com- 
mends, he wou d not have the Reputation the World now 
gives him: Which is ſo great, that I can hardly think he 
really intends ſome things which he ſpeaks a little too warm- 
ly, without being examin'd by his calmer Judgment, What 
account elſe ſhall we give of that paſſage, Page 42. where 
he not only prefers the Mob before a great part of the No- 
bility and Gentry, but, one wou'd think, intended to ſet 'em 
upon them (as his Brother the Modeſt Inquirer do's updn the 
Clergy) by telling em, That wicked Men, be they Gen- 
* tlemen or Noblemen, or what they will; are ten thou- 
* ſand times worſe than the dirt of the Streets, and ought 
*-to be trod upon by the meaneſt of Humane race. 

I thought there had been reſpe& due to the publick Cha- 
racer of a perſon, be his inward Qualifications what they 
wou'd ; however the Mob is but an ill Fudge, and if it once 
calls a Man wicked, as they oft do when a perſon don't pleaſe 
em, there are but a few ſteps more to their treading em 
under their feet. 

For the Xi»g's Duty, which he as freely lays down as if he 
were another Moſes lent from Heaven for that very purpoſe, 
did not his own /xclinations and Virtue ſufficiently prompt 
him to the performance thereof, he has, I doubt not, not- 
withſtanding the ſquinting Cenſures ſcatter d through the 
Book on their Policy and Divinity; thoſe about him who 

can 
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-can-repreſent all thoſe things to his Majeſty as faithfully, 


and a little more mannerly than he do's, and who wou'd 
both in publick and private occaſions humbly recommend 
to his practice thoſe Virtues for which he is already ſo emi- 
nent--- Fidelity to God, Courage, Vigor, Faith, Refigna! ion, and 
Righteouſneſs : Nor can I ſee any reaſon why they ſhou d not 
Preach on all theſe Subjects, at leaſt as well as my Author. 

Omitting all the Over-worn De Jure and De Fails buſi- 
neſs, it ought to be remark to the Author's honour, tuat he 
certainly has no reſpect of perſons; for after he has done 
with the King, the Parliament next are to be taken to task-- 
but they are e en ſo bad, tis in vain to preach to em, there 
being no hopes of their Amendment, and therefore he thinks 
it a good expedient to ſend em about their buſineſs, or, as 
he exprelles, to diſſolve em aid call another ſpeedily, unleſs 
they'll mend their manners. 

Tis enough to ſay, on this Head, that we have had few 
Houſes of Commons who have made more good Laws, or more 
heartily eſpous d the Intereſt of the Nation than this at pre- 
ſeat ſitting, which deſerves ſure a more gratefull treatment 
than ſome Mens Civility thinks fit to give em. 

He's got to Sea again, Fag. 53. and tells us very ill neus; 
That our Men of War are generally fill'd with ſuch Cap- 
* tains and Officers, as few Merchants wou d intruſt with 
a Ship of 200 Tun; and tis the common opinion of moſt 
*" Seamen and Merchants, that there are but few amorg{(t 
em that are any way qualified for that ſervice. :; 

Yet the Blew Squadron, by their own Relation, or that 
part of it which cou'd get up, fought as bravely as cou'd be 
expected from Men, and made the French Fleet bend before 
em. The Author, as hot Men often do, uſually over-ſhoots 
the mark; had he only complain d that ſome, nay that 700 
many of of the Officers might not be ſo tit for their Places, 
this had 4ookt with a face of probability; but when he 
adds L that they are general ſuch, one may, I hope, * 
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the Liberty to believe, that either his Informarioas are ſaulty, or 
he has drawn ſuch Conſequences from it as it wont well bear. 
For thoſe L, mention'd of ſuch as were able and ready to 
ſerve the Government, yet refus'd ; there are two Due may be 
ask d before any thing can be pronounced on that Subject: The 
firſt, —— vac ant for em, ſince o- 
— — out others to make room for them, both che 
Sea-men Caprams might be too dangerouſly diſoblig'd ? The 
other, Whether they were Qualified by Low ; if not, (not to med- 
dle with Right, which we formerly diſcours'd of,) we have now 
ng P — — not be accepted hy thoſe in 
b Tru: without endangering themſelves, whatever ſervice 
it might be to the Nation? 

We are now come to the Pof/cripr, wherein the Author promi- 
ſes an 4 * ; the whereof ſhou'd be to ſatisſie the Con- 
ſciences of many miſtaken Men, in the matter of Allegiance 
to the preſent Government. A Province which he ſeems well e- 
nough able to manage, and which has been long expected from 
him ; and had he chat the Book, and all this the Appendix, 
if not left it out al be might per have done his Coun- 
try more ſervice thin this is ever like to We come now to 
the Examination of that Bill, inferred at the End of his Book, 
and which has made ſo much noiſe in the Body ont, which watrrer 
. entire to this place for the more diſtinct handling of 

This Bill, or a Meſſage from a Divine, by the deſire of ſeveral 
, with the advice of divers of the Fudge, drawn up by the 
Amber, for the effectual correcting of the moſt nororiow Sims ang V:- 
cer of the Age, - bam» — loſt by the cowards/e 
and Wiſdom of the Biſbops, and the worſe Inclinacions of 
ſome of the — — Lords, who were likely co make ſuch oppoſi- 
_ tion againſt it; That the moſt predenria/ of the Biſhops were againſt 
its being read, leſt it ſhou'd be rejected: And by gubliſbing chis 


Story, be thinks to make the Ears of all prowe Men 7ingle, to raiſe 
up a better Spirit in the Nation, and ſhame the Great Men of ic 
into better as are his own words, 

To fer this watter in a better light, and anſwer thoſe heavy Ac- 
cuſations which he here lers fly, on ſome of the Subjects 
in the , Two things will be neceſſary: Firſt, to enquire 
into the of his Bill propoſed, what Crime: therein to be pu- 


niſh'd, and what their p t To prove not only the reaton 
che Biſhops had in not — "Io Bill, but _ 
— 
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only prudent, but lawfull, and even their Duty, as circumſtances 
then were, to act in that manner. 

The — it — it —— be on contains many excellent thing s, 
particularly che repre of Blaſphemy, Swearjng, Perjury, Propha» 
nation of the Lord's Day, Adultery, Fornication and. Drunkenneſs. 
The Penalty's ja, tho' ſevere; the Methods of Proſecution v 


ery 
adviſeable and prudent ; the Clauſe added, ro make f, neglect + 


of public Officers, puniſhable as Perjury, extreamly convenient for 
4 And were this all — in the ſaid” Bil, the 
Complaint wou d be ſomewhat fairer againſt the reject ing it. But 
look on-ward to Page 4. and let the wiſer part of the World fee 
whether twas fit to be read with thoſe Cluwfes therein afterward 
inſerted. 


And becauſe (it goes on) Exceſs of Drinking expoſes people 


to prophane Swearing, and ſuch Exceſſes are uſually promoted 
* by drinking Healths: be ir enacted, that every perſon who ſhall 
* _ pledge any Healnb, ſhall ſorſeit and pay, as is before en- 
6 „ for prophane Swearing, — | 

Now what this Forfeiture is, the Paragraph before tells us — 
* Convited perſons are to pay from 20s. downward; and to be 
* bound to their. good Behaviour; and if nor able to pay the 
* © Summs ſpecified, to be ſer in the Stocks for the firſt Offence, and 

* publickly —_— for every other Offence afterward. See on- 
wards, Page 6, & 7. 497 1 | | 

* And be ic further enacted, That no perſon, keeping a pub- 
fick Houſe within the Cities of London and” Weſftminfer,' or Bo- 
rough of Soutbhwark,&c. ſhall keep any Organ, or other Inſtru- 
ment or Inſtruments of Muſick for the Entertainment of Gueſts, 
* on pain of farſeiting the Summ of 207, and on farther pain of 
being diſabled to ſell Ale, Wine, Cc. for, the ſpace of a T welve- 
month after ſuch Conviction. 

One wou'd think all this ſhou'd be enough for Drinking the King's 
Health, or kgeping a = of Bagpiper—Bur alas, this is not half on. 
Orer and beſide all this, reade what follows: And be it enac- 
ted, & That when any perſon ſhall. be convicted for any of 
* theſe Offences, the Judge or Juſtice, before whom the Convicti- 
* ons are made, ſhall immediately thereupon ſigniſie the ſame to the 
* Biſhop.of the Dioceſs, ro the end that he may t pro» 
* ceed to Excommunication of the Offenders, who ſhall. not be Ab- 
ſolv d but upon ſpecial Order of.the Biſhop,and upon Certificate 
* dy the Parſan or Vicar, C. where the Otfenders ſhall inhabit; 
that the ſaid Offenders ſhall'on fome.Lord's Day in the Morning, 

: 40 imme - 


- \('s7,) 
.* immediately aſter the Creed; appointed for the 
*in the Body or 
* ſeſyd his or her fault, and ſulemnly declare 
* ſorrow and repentance for rhe ſame. J . 

Such was «he 3%/, ſuch the Ad deſgid by this good Man, and fuch 
— — — — — zt — — no 
et an S#764 N Acne 
Reverend Fathers to eſpouſe, I leave even the moſt rigid Enemy of 
their Order impartially t conſider. 

Td begin, or pledge a Health, which all the World that can ſpeak 
ſen, now' acknowledge in it ſelf abſoluzely mmnecenr, and the ill conſe- 
quences: thereof ſat erbugh from being) necrſary thereto ; this muſt be 
equall'd in Punjbmeerjand-therefore in Crime, with prophane Curſi 
and Swearing ; this muſt be puniftvd with Inwpriſenment, Stock, 
Whipping, the higheſt 


oC 


Communion-Service, 
greateſt Iſle of the ſaid Ch have — con- 


marks of publick Shame and Infamy ; and not 

only ſo, but tho e who have endured all this from the Secu/ar Power, be 

turn d oyer- to the Eccleſiaftical,and given over to Satan, for only drink: 
— one ſingle Glaſs, and at the ſame time wiſhing health 

to William and Queen Au, or the beſt and neareſt Friend: they 

have in the World; and yet more; do publick Pennance in the open 

Church for the ſame, wichour which no Abſolution ro be granted 'em. . 

In the ſame manner muſt thoſe be dealt with Who in a publick Howſe, 
keep. any Organ, or Inſtrument of Muſick, Woe be to any poor Ale- 
houſe-keeper that happens to play upon the Fiddle or Bagpi pe, nay even 
aJews — 5 1 . and ſend him to the Devi into the barg aim. 

"Twou'd be worth the while to examine whether this n 
has not ſomething of Diſcord in his Nature, every thing in the World 
being out of tune in his Ears, he is therefore ſuch a bitter Enemy to 
whatever ſeems like Harmony. 

Shou'd we fairly repreſent the plain Conſequences of ſuch an Act, 
had it taken place, 'twou'd be a hard matter for the Reader to be grave 
in peruſing em. V Vhen, for example, a couple of hainous Offenders a- 
gainſt this new Law, after the Srocks, and Whipping, and Paying, muſt 
come at laſt to the great Iſle to acknowledge tha abominable Crimes 
before the Congregation. | 

Verily, Cbriſt iam Friendi, (ſays the firſt of em) I have moſt leudly and 
ſeandalouſfly pledg'd s Health ro mry Father and Mother, and 1 bope youw'l 
all take warning by my e. 

nd indeed, belved ! (cries the ſecoml) I bave yet greater wickedneſs, 
been. guilty of the bainous Sim of beeping in my Houſe a Babylonifh 
pipe, a whole neſt of 4 2 Whiſtles, cal d an Organ — for which I 
deſeredly ſtand bere at tha preſent. i 
0 


dave 
| ng 
is Hill s 22 — b 
Now I'd fain know whether chi they dl mot act lk ſcan 


Four Aby Ought not a pofirive Duty to be; 


vr delay'd;if any notable inconvenience will,acrording to the meſt ra- 
Tita! Taran on o rhereon, ay Hinder us from che lame for the 


1 1 
Enthuſiaſm ? Reproof of em is an Dory : but will any be 
ſo abſurd to fay I ought to reprove a Man ieh I am ſure wou'd fob 
me preſently if I ſhoud offer to do ? This for IHuſtratiom. — — 
come nearer, Ought I to rebuke an Elder publickly 7 Ought'& to 

with a Prince as with another Man ? Are there not the Allie 
fend, and too, which every ie Man will obſerve, agthe hi 
ges on which almoſt all Actions run? On the whole, we ate not to 
caſt Pearli, where they'll be trampled under ont, nor to Rt about the 
molt laudable Emterprizes — will be 
' guaſhd if we then do ſo, and as fair a — — 
according to our deſires, if we take a more apportunity for 
the ſame. © The application of all which, to he Pran purpoſe, is fo 
plain, there needs no more words about it, 


THE END. 


